FUNERAL
SERVICE

Precious in the sigh¢
of the Lord is the death

of +Hlis sainés.

Psalm 116:15

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, MENASHA, WI
FUNERAL SERVICE FOR JAMES WOLTER
THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025




A SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL

Stand

INVOCATION
The sign of the cross *I+ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

[P] In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

[P) In Holy Baptism Jim Wolter was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness
that covered all his sin. St. Paul says, “Do you not know that all of us who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?”

We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might
walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like

His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.
Romans 6:3-5

INTROIT Psalm 116:15-19; antfiphon v. 17

[P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.

[P) Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his saints.

O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your maidservant.
You have loosed my bonds.



KYRIE

(P)

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.

I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people,

in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.

Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P)

(P)

Sit

The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown to Jim
Wolter and to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now rest
from their labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the
crown of eternal life, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT ~ Psalm 91

' He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the
Almighty. *I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”



3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence.
* He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his
faithfulness is a shield and buckler. > You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow
that flies by day, °nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes
at noonday.

7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come
near you. ® You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked.

? Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— the Most High, who is my
refuge— '"no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent.

" For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. *On
their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone. "> You will tread
on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.

14 “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because
he knows my name. > When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in
trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. '® With long life I will satisfy him and show him
my salvation.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE ~ Romans 8:31-39

3! What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? **He
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things? ** Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. **Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who
was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. >> Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? *® As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed
all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

7 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. **For
I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor powers, >’ nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



VERSE

P) Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus Christ 1s the firstborn of the dead;
to Him be glory and power forever.
Alleluia. [Revelation 1:5-6]

HOLY GOSPEL ~ St. John 5:19-29

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

' Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord,
but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.
% For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself'is doing. And greater works than
these will he show him, so that you may marvel. *' For as the Father raises the dead and gives
them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. > For the Father judges no one, but has
given all judgment to the Son, ** that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father.
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. ** Truly, truly, I say to
you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come
into judgment, but has passed from death to life.

** “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. *° For as the Father has life in himself, so
he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. * And he has given him authority to execute
judgment, because he is the Son of Man. *® Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all
who are in the tombs will hear his voice * and come out, those who have done good to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED

[P} God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -1~ everlasting. Amen.

Sit



HYMN ~ What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus,

All
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our sins and griefs to bear!

2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta-tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y lad - en, Cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev -er be dis-cour-aged— Take 1t to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; Oh, whatneed-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith-ful Who will all our sor-rowsshare?
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Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak-ness— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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SERMON ~ “The Son Gives Life” John 5:21

HYMN ~ How Great Thou Art 801
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1 O Lord my God, when I in awe-some won - der Con - sid - er
2 When through the woods and for-est glades I wan-der, I hear the
3 But when 1 think that God, His Son not spar-ing, Sent Him to
4 When Christ shall come with shout of ac - cla-ma - tion And take me
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all the works Thy hand hath made, I ~ see the stars, 1 hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; When I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in— That on the cross my bur-den glad - ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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thun-der,  Thy pow’r through - out the u - ni-verse dis - played;
gran-deur  And hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing He bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion  And there pro -claim: “My God, how great Thou art!”
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.

Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion
in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole
Church in heaven and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die
to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of death
and the grave to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of Your Son
may be raised to immortality and incorruption to be seated with Him at Your
heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give to the family of Jim Wolter and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and
a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they
may know the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your Church
they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and
certain hope and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love who
have departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our thanks for Jim and for all the blessings You bestowed on him in this
earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with him we may see You
face to face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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[P] O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and
immortality to light. We give Y ou thanks that by His death He destroyed the power
of death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that
neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to separate
us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from I~ evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

NUNC DIMITTIS

[P) “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will
live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”
John 11:25-26
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which You have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal You to the nations
and the glory of Your people Israel. Luke 2:29-32
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

[P) “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will

live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”
John 11:25-26
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CONCLUDING COLLECT

[P} The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.

[P) Let us pray.
Lord God, our shepherd, Y ou gather the lambs of Y our flock into the arms of Your
mercy and bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection
to everlasting life and a joyful reunion with those we love who have died in the
faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

(P) Let us bless the Lord. [Psalm 103:1]
Thanks be to God.

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.

I Soli Deo Gloria
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HYMN ~ Abide with Me
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
2 1 need Thy pres - ence ev - 'ry pass - ing hour;
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I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Officiant
Organist

Elders on Duty

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE

Rev. Steven S. Billings
Mprs. Nancy Lephart

Mpr. Bruce Gast
Mpr. Craig Thomas
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Jim Wolter was born January 14, 1938, in Polar, WI, son of the
late Frank and Esther (Schmitt) Wolter.

Jim attended Polar Grade School and graduated from Antigo
High School in 1956. After graduation he moved from Antigo to
Menasha where he met Ann McGoey, and they married October
7,1961. She preceded him in death in 2012. After her death he
sold the family home and moved into Island shores. He became
an active member of the Neenah YMCA, and was often one of
the first members through the door in the morning. He enjoyed
spin, zumba, pilates and shooting hoops. In his younger days he
played baseball, softball and bowled several 300 games.

After moving from Antigo in 1956, Jim began his 44 years of employment with
Beloit-Manhattan, retiring in 2000.

Survivors include his two daughters: Christine Weber, Appleton, Lesley (Philip) Spade,
Eagan, MN; three grandchildren: Justin Hrdlick, Jared Hrdlick, Lilly Spade; two brothers:
Jack Wolter, Palm Desert, CA, Mike Wolter, Weyauwega; two sisters: Audrey
Patoka-Artz, Plover, Diane (Tom) Bunck, Winneconne.

Jim was preceded in death by a son, Patrick Wolter; daughter, Karen Wolter; a
granddaughter, Sarah Hrdlick; three brothers: Herbert Wolter, Glendon Wolter, Donald
Wolter; and five sisters: Verna Drucks, Lorraine Buck, Rita Boettcher, Phyllis Petts, and
Mary Ellen Kavanaugh.

The family would like to extend their gratitude to Heartland Hospice, especially his
primary nurse, Crystal, whom he affectionately referred to as "Heartland," those team
members with the VNA that gave him compassionate care, and his special YMCA, bingo,
and singing buddy that faithfully visited dad every week, Carol Swannell. They both
enjoyed Christy's sing alongs at the VNA. A very special Thank you to his NP Rebecca
Philpot for her years of care.
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